THE MISS UNIVERSE ORGANIZATION AND CORDAID JOIN FORCES
TO “BUILD BACK BETTER” IN THE PHILIPPINES
AFTER DEVASTATION WROUGHT BY TYPHOON YOLANDA
THE MISS UNIVERSE CORDAID FUND WILL SUPPORT LONG TERM RECOVERY EFFORTS
NEW YORK, NY – March 31, 2014 – The Miss Universe Organization and Dutch development agency,
Cordaid, have partnered to create a global fund that will raise awareness and money for regions of the
Philippines struggling to recover in the wake of typhoon Yolanda. The two international organizations will
call attention to the needs of projects that are essential for the country’s recovery long after the emergency
relief period has ended.
“The Philippines is home to our biggest and most passionate fan base, which is so meaningful to the Miss
Universe family,” explains Paula Shugart, president of the Miss Universe Organization. “The country was hit
by Yolanda the night before our 2013 Miss Universe telecast and together with Cordaid, we will raise
awareness and funds for long term recovery aid to build, and rebuild, flourishing communities,” adds
Shugart.
Cordaid began its recovery response and operations immediately after Yolanda struck focusing on all
phases of relief strategy with the protection and safety of women and children as a primary objective. A
mission of the Miss Universe Organization is to empower women to serve as role models throughout their
communities and across the globe. Reigning Miss Universe Gabriela Isler and former titleholders will join
forces to “build back better” and become the change agents necessary to raise awareness for the project
sites that the Miss Universe Cordaid fund will serve.
“A lot of emergency aid and recovery work has already been done,” Simone Filippini, CEO of Cordaid
explains. “Thousands of tons of debris have been removed. Streets are swept clean. People are starting to
rebuild their lives. But we acknowledge that “building back better” will not happen overnight. Cordaid will
remain committed for the years to come to help and ensure that communities be rebuilt with an eye to
self- reliance.”

Cordaid is currently stationed in 36 developing countries working on more than 3,000 projects, ranging
from urban housing to women’s health and children’s education. The Miss Universe Organization’s first trip
with Cordaid to the Philippines was in conjunction with the 2014 MISS UNIVERSE PHILIPPINES® Pageant.
To donate, please visit www.cordaid.org/missuniverse.
###

ABOUT THE MISS UNIVERSE® ORGANIZATION
The Miss Universe Organization, a Donald J. Trump and NBCUniversal joint venture, is a global community
empowering role models of beauty, health and leadership for young women of today. The organization is dedicated
to partnering with charities around the world, and to increasing HIV/AIDS awareness by focusing on women's health
issues. For more information, visit: www.missuniverse.com; Facebook: www.facebook.com/MissUniverse; Twitter
and Instagram: @MissUniverse.
ABOUT CORDAID

Cordaid is based in the Netherlands and carries a 100 year history behind building flourishing self-reliant
communities in the world's fragile regions, whether post-disaster or post-conflict. It delivers innovative
solutions to complex problems by emphasizing sustainability and performance in projects that tackle
security & justice, health and economic opportunity. For more information, visit: www.cordaid.org;
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StichtingCodaid; Twitter: @Cordaid
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